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Now find the Red Sea, located on the western shore of the Arabian
Peninsula. This is another very important sea route for trade and trans-
‘portation. Run your finger north through the Red Sea. What links the Red
‘Sea with the Mediterranean Sea? It is the Suez Canall The Suez Canal
i located in Egypt and was built in 1869. The Europeans helped to build
itto shorten the trip from Europe to India. When it was completed, the
travel distance from London, England, to Bombay, India, was reduced
from about 12,400 miles sailing around Africa, to 7,300 miles by way of
the canal. By the early 20th century, the journey from London through
the canal to Bombay could be made in as litte as three weeks.

Deserts in Southwest Asia

“The climate of Southwest Asia s hot and dry. Even though Southwest
‘Asiais surrounded by many large bodies of water like the Mediterranean
Sea, the Red Sea, the Arabian Sea, and the Indian Ocean, much of the
land is still very dry. Mountain ranges that are close to the coasts block
rains coming from these bodies of water, which means that a lot of the
interio of Southwest Asia s desert. However, some parts of this region
have enough water to support agriulture. It s inthese areas with access
to water that the largest cities in Southwest Asia have developed.

‘The largest allsand desert in the world is located on the Arabian
Peninsula. It is called the Ruby al-Khali, or “Empty Quarter” There is
also a large desert called the Syrian Desert located between Syria and
Iraq. These deserts have shaped the history of Southwest Asia. At times
throughout history, they have acted as protection and have shielded the
‘people from invaders. However, the people of Southwest Asia have had to
adapt to their harsh environment. For a long period of history,the people:
‘wholived in this region were nomacls, meaning they moved from place
o place. Usually nomads herd livestock and move them from oasis to
oasis i the desert. The Bedouins are the largest group of nomads on the
‘Avabian Peninsula. Their ifstyle is slowly disappearing as the govern-
‘ments restrict their movements.

s the nomadicifestyle has declined, a numberof people n Southwest
‘Asia have begun to farm. Many people practice subsistence agriculture,
‘which means they grow small amounts of crops that are enough for a
family’s survival. Because the climate is so hot and dry, farmers must
depend on irigation (watering crops so hey will continue togrow when
thereis insufficient ainfall. In some of the milder areas with better access
tofresh water, there e even some commercal farms that can grow large
‘amounts of crops that are sold at markets for profi
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Environmental Issues of Southwest Asia

‘Water is  very important resource in Southuest Asia for both farming
and trading. Because the Tigrs and Euphrates Rivers flow through more
than one country, access to water has led to poliical conflics in recent
years.Several countries have built dams along their sction of these rivers
o create reservoirs (lakes where water is stored) for igation and to
‘generate hydroelectric power (electricity). Each dam reduces the amount
of water available to countries further downsiream. No agriculture or
animal herding can take place without access to adequate sources of
fresh water

Fresh water i distributed unevenlyin Southwest Asia. Some countries,
like Turkey and Iraq, have major rvers that provide enough water for
farming communitis. Israel, Syria, and Jordan share the Jordan River
Others, like Saudi Arabia, have almost no water. They are mostly made
up of desert. il others, ke Iran, have areas with access to rivers and
areas that are made up of deserts.

s a result of the short supply of water,irigation is necessary for
those who want to farm and raise livestock. Many types of irrigation can
be found in Southwest Asia. Some farmers use underground aduifers
(layers of underground rock where water runoff rom ains and streams
i trapped) as a source of water. Other farmers use water from wells that
tap into fossil water (water that has been underground for centuries). A
problem with both aquifers and fossil water s that the amount of water
they have is fixed and cannot be replaced once it i used up. Farmers in
rural areas arestill using methods that their ancestors used to irigate their
felds. These traditional methods include waterwheels,imigation ditches
and canals, and power to lft water from underground wells.

Technology i helping farmers use water more efficiently with new
imigation techniques. stael and Saudi Arabia have developed systems
of drip irrigation, in which computers measure how much water each
plant receives. This system reduces the amount of water that s wasted
when plants are overwatered. There has also been a lotof research on
how to desalinate seawater for drinking and irigation. Desalination is
the process of removing salt and other chemicals from seawater. While
desalination sounds like it could solve Southwest Asia’s water scarcity
problems, it hasits drawbacks. Desalination s very expensive and requires
complex technology, which means poorer countries cannot afford it

‘Above: The rigin of the Afla
Iigation Systems of Oman may date
back o AD 500, but some 3000

such systemsare still inuse in Oman.
‘The round buiding is one o the
watchtowers buit to defend the water
systems. Left: The Ataturk Dam on the
‘Euphrates River i the largest dam in
Turkey.
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‘Countres in Southwest Asia have also used technology to modernize
e agricultural techniques. These new techniques allow fams to be
‘more productive, but they have alsoldto water pllution. As farms grow
Jarger, the amount of water they need for irigation increases. This has
Jed 1 the overuse ofivers and streams. Farmersare also using chemical
fertlizers now 10 help their crops grow faster and be more productive.
However, these chemicals have contaminated water supplies. When it
s orthe ground s heavily iigated, these chemicals un offino rivers
and sreams, which leads to water pollution. Another problem with the
use of ferilizers i that eventuall sals will build up in the soil, which
will make it diffcultto grow anything. Many places in Southwest Asia
that have been iigated for years no longer produce anything.

“There has been a rush to develop industry in Southwest Asi. As 3
resll, many cites and towns have grown very quickly. Unfortunately,
cities sometimes have ot been as quick to develop nfrastructure such as
waste management (garbage) and seuwe systems to keep up with rapid
o As a result, garbage and sewage end up n the regon's rivers.

Reviewing the Section

What are the three most important rivers in
Southwest Asia? Why are they so important?
2. Why i the Suez Canal important for trade?

3. What is irrigation? Why is it important in Southwest
Asia?

4. Copy the chart below and fill it in with information
from the reading.

‘Source of Water | _Definition Benefit | Drawback

‘Aquier

Fossil Water

Desalination

5. How has technology led to environmental
problems?

6. Putting It All Together: How has the geography of
Southwest Asia affected where people live and how
they trade? Where do most people live and why?
‘Which physical features make trade easier, and

' olrefineriesarenan ‘which physical features make trade more difficult?

industrial zone of Haif,Irael.
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As you read, look for

the importance of the Suez Canal to trade;
water issues in the region;
how technology leads to environmental problems;

countries: Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Turkey,
Israel, West Bank, Gaza Strip, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait;

rivers and bodies of water: Euphrates River, Tigris
River, Jordan River, Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz,
Arabian Sea, Red Sea, Suez Canal;

deserts: Rub’ al-Khali, Syrian Desert;
terms:

‘The best thing to do when learning about a new region or continent is
tolearm where the countries are located. As you read about each country,
follow along with the map on the previous page of in the back of the
book. This will help to create a mental map so you will know where the
Southwest Asia couniries are located in relation to one another as you
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Find the country of Afghanistan on the map and place your finger
on it. Afghanistan is located at the far eastern edge of Southwest Asia.
Afghanistan is landlocked, which means it does not border any major
bodies of water. The couniry is very mountainous, and the people who
live there are divided into a number of different ethnic groups or tribes.
‘Afghanistan was at the center of world attention after the September 11,
2001 terrorst attacksin the United States because it was seen as a location
where terroriss could hide and train.

Find Iran on the map and place your finger on i. Iran is located to the
west of Afghanistan and is one of the largest couniries in Southwest Asia.
Like Afghanistan, it i also mountainous; however, unlike Afghanistan,
ithas long coastlines on the Persian Gulf, Caspian Sea, and Arabian Sea.
Iran takes advantage of ts location on the Persian Gulf to use the Strait
of Hormaz to ship petroleum and other goods to the Arabian Sea and
Indian Ocean where they can reach many world markets.

Located just west of Iran is the couniry of Iraq. Find Iraq on the map
and put your finger on it It has a small amount of coastine on the Per-
sian Gulf, and two of the largest rivers in Southwest Asia—the Tigris and
Euphrates—flow through Iraq. In southern Iraq, the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers join together and form a waterway called the Shatt al-Arab. This
siver runs for 125 milles before flowinginto the Persian Gulf. It also serves
as part of the border between Iraq and Iran and has caused several dis-
putes between the two counies.

‘Now, move your finger {0 the northwest of raq and you willfind the
country of Syria. Although much of the land is covered with desert, Syr-
ia does have a coastine on the Mediterranean Sea. The narmow coastal
plain found along the Mediterranean is where much of Syria's agricul-
tural activity occurs. The capital of Syria, Damascus, is one of the oldest
continuously inhabited cities in the world. I is located near a large oasis.
An oasis s a spring of fresh water found in a desert.

Directly north of Syria i the country of Turkey. Find Turkey on your
‘map and put your finger on it. Turkey borders Iraq, Syria, and Iran in
Southwest Asia. The Euphrates and Tigis Rivers both begin in the
‘mountains of Turkey. Recently, Turkey has been building dams along
both of these rivers to create reservoirs to help with irrgation. These
dams, however, have caused problems for countries downstream that
are getingless waer.

P
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Now move your finger south from Turkey, following the Mediterranean
Sea coastine. You will pass over Syria and then the country of Lebanon.
South of Lebanon is the country of Israel. Until 1948, this area was
Known as Palestine. In 1948, ollowing World War I, the United Na
divided Palestine between the Arabs and Jews. Israel was created as a
Jewish homeland. Lok more closely at Israel, and find the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip. These are teritories where the Palestinian Arabs live:
today. The Gaza Strp is located between Israel and the Mediterranean
Sea.Is area is only 140 square miles, which is a bit arger than the area
of Atlanta. The West Bank is located between Israel and Jordan, along
the banks of the Jordan River.

‘Take your finger and travel west from the West Bank through Jordan.
‘Then you should arrive at the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the largest country
on the Arabian Peninsula. Most of the land in Saudi Arabia is covered
with desert. It has coasts along the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea. Saudi
Arabia s one of the largest oil-producing counies in the world!

Finally, find the tiny country of Kuwait located north of the northeast
corner of Saudi Arabia and put your finger on it. Do you think it looks
like a heart? It would make sense for it to be heart shaped since it is in
the heart, or center, of Southwest Asia. Kuwait has a large amount of oil
and has an important location on the Persian Gulf. In fact, Kuwait's oil
reserves led to the Persian Gulf War in 1990-1991. Iraq invaded Kuwait
for control of their ol fields. You will learn more about this conflctlater.

‘Now you should have a mental image of Southwest Asia and where the
countries ar within the region. Keep practicing the counries’locations until
you have them memorized. You will need a clear understanding of their
locations in onder to understand their history, government, and economies.

Now it i time to leam about the physical features of this region. Turn
o the map in this chapter. Locate the major bodies of water as you learn
about them.

As you may have noticed, much of Southwest Asia s covered with
deserts. As a result of this hot and dry climate, rivers are very important
1o the region's people. There are three major river systems in Southwest
Asia: the Euphrates River, the Tiges River, and the Jordan River. These
ivers are an important source of resh water that is used both for drink
ing and irigation. These rivers are used for the transportation of goods
and people. Many people live along these rivers, and many of the largest
cities in Southwest Asia are located along them. These cities and towns
are also centers of industry. Finally, these rivers are important because
they provide boundaries between nations.
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On a map of Southwest Asia, find the Euphrates River and the Tigris
River Trace their paths through the region before ending in the Persian
Gulf. The Euphrates River is one of the longest rivers in the world. It
begins in Turkey and flows through Syria and Iraq before joining with
the Tigrs River to finish its journey to the Persian Gulf. The Tigris River
is a bit smaller than the Euphrates, but it is still very valuable. It begins
in Turkey as well and then flows through Iraq to the Persian Guif. These
two rivers provide fresh water that is used for drinking and irrigation.
‘The countries that share these rivers have had problems over how the
water will be shared among the.

‘The smallest of the three river systems is the Jordan River. Now find
the Jordan River. It s very small and hand to locate. The tributaries of the
Jordan River begin in the mountains of Lebanon and Syria and flow south
through Israel before reaching the Sea of Gallee. The Jordan River begins
atthe southern end of the Sea of Galile. I flows south before ending at
the Dead Sea—which i 50 salty that nothing can live in it. The Jordan
Riveris one of the main sources of fresh water for Irael, Jordan, parts of
Syria, the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip. It s also important because it
is the political boundary between Israel and the West Bank, a small part
of Syria, and the country of Jordan.

Located in the center of Southwest Asia s the Persian Gulf. Find the
Persian Gulf and put your finger on t. Your finger is now resting on the
center of all il production in Southwest Asia. It is very important for
the transportation of oil. The countries of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iran,
and other countries along the gulf use ts waters to ship oil 0 other parts
of the world. In fact, all countries in Southwest Asia that produce oil
depend on the Persian Gulf as a shipping route. Before the Persian Gulf
flows into the Arabian Sea, the water must pass through a strait (narrow
waterway) called the Strait of Hormuz Run your finger from the Persian
Gulf through the Strai of Hormuz to the Arabian Sea. Once in the Ara-
bian Sea, ships can sail west toward Africa and the Red Sea or they can
sai east toward India.

This ancient canal system near
Dura Europos,Syria, was constructed
1o divert water from the Euphrates
Riverfor iigation. Left: Anight view
showsactiity in a busy industrial port
in Kuwat




