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Obstacles to Education in Africa

Standard of living can be defined as a level of material comfort, measured by the amount of goods, services, and luxuries available to the citizens.  A high standard of living means that the citizens are generally well educated or highly-skilled, can buy a variety of products and services, healthy, and the government provides basic services to the population (building roads, sewer systems and water treatment) 
[image: image3.wmf]Literacy rate is one factor that can affect a country’s standard of living.  A high literacy rate often indicates a high standard of living and a low literacy rate often indicates a low standard of living.  Usually, governments that are stable allow citizens to have a more access to education and a higher standard of living.  Governments where instability exists, citizens are more likely to have a low standard of living and minimal access to education.  When a government is stable, it can provide it citizens with infrastructure (schools, roads, clean water) which leads to a higher literacy rate and higher 
standard of living.  
There are many factors that influence a child’s ability to receive an education in Africa.  A lack of infrastructure is one of largest influence on a child’s ability to receive and education in Africa.  If there are no schools, it is impossible to go to school!  Poor countries and countries with unstable governments have difficulties building schools and employing teachers.  


War and civil war are also factors that impact a child’s ability to 
attend school.  Countries with unstable governments often have least 
amount of children in school.  Children in war-torn areas often become 
refugees or internally displaced persons (IDP) – traveling to escape the 
war.  Also children are being denied an education because they are being
used as soldiers in some countries in Africa.  Uganda, Liberia, Dem. Rep. 
of Congo, Sierra Leone, and Sudan are just a few of the countries in 
Africa where child soldiers is a problem.  
Another factor affected children’s access to education in Africa is HIV/AIDS.  Africa is the continent with the highest HIV/AIDS infection rate.  HIV/AIDS affects both teachers and students.  When a parent becomes sick due to HIV/AIDS, the child is often forced to leave school to work, take care of the sick parent, and caring for younger siblings.  When the parent eventually dies, the child is left as the head of the household.  AIDS orphans in Africa work to feed and care for the family and have no time or money to attend school.  HIV/AIDS is also reducing the number of teachers.  The result of the high HIV/AIDS infections among adults is depleting the already small number of teachers in Africa.  


Poverty is another factor that greatly affects a child’s ability to go to school.  In Africa, it is common for child pay school fees which discourage poor families from sending their children to school. Several African countries have eliminated school fees in primary school to encourage families to send their children to school.  However, there are still unofficial fees like paying for books, supplies, and school uniforms in order to attend school. 
For a poor African family, the cost of sending a child to school is often too expensive.  Some families schooling is out of the question - they need the children to work to help support the family.    

When faced with the expense of sending children to school, some African families can not afford to send all their children to school.  When this happens, families either don’t send any of the children or send a few.  African families will often pick the male child(ren) to send, because they are seen as more valuable;  the expectation is that a boy will stay and work to support the family as an adult while a girl is expected leave the family to get married and have children of her own.  The disparity (difference) between male and female literacy rates is notable on the chart below.   
Literacy Rates in Selected African Countries

	COUNTRY
	TOTAL
	MALE
	FEMALE
	YEAR

	Dem. Rep. of Congo
	90%
	95%
	85%
	2005

	Egypt
	72%
	84%
	61%
	2007

	Kenya
	87%
	92%
	82%
	2005

	Nigeria
	72%
	80%
	64%
	2007

	South Africa
	88%
	89%
	87%
	2007

	Sudan
	63%
	73%
	53%
	2005



1.  What factors influence the standard of living?

2.  How does government stability affect a country’s standard of living?

3. Complete the cause and effect chart below. 
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4. Which countries in Africa have the largest difference between male and female literacy rates?

5. Which country in Africa has the smallest difference between male and female literacy rates?

6. What causes the difference between male and female literacy rates? 
literacy rate   - percent of the population who can read and write over the age of 15





Refugee – a person that takes refuge in a foreign country to escape war





IDP – people who flee their homes but remain inside their country’s borders
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