Nationalism & Independence in Africa
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[image: image2.wmf]When Europeans ruled Africa, they treated Africans unfairly. Africans began to develop nationalism. Nationalism is when people of a country have great pride in their country. Nationalism helped Africans stand up to their mean European rulers. Nationalism caused Africans to get their independence and be free from European rulers.  Nationalism helped three African countries – Kenya, Nigeria, and South Africa. 
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A big help to nationalism was an idea called Pan-Africanism. It pointed out the common link African people share. It called for peace between Africans. Pan-Africanism wanted all Africans to unite and fight for freedom. Pan-Africanism helped many African countries become independent.
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Great Britain made Kenya a British colony in 1920.  This means the British controlled Kenya without asking them. At first, the British did not let Africans take part in government. Then in 1944, the British allowed some black Kenyans to hold a government job. 
In the 1950s, there was a violent seven year battle against the British. Thousands of black Kenyans died. The Kenyans were fighting because of nationalism. Kenyans were proud and loyal to their country. Nationalism made black Kenyans want an independent country. They were tired of racism. Racism is when white people are treated better than black people. Because they had pride in their country, Kenyans started to join the government. Finally, nationalist leaders helped make Kenya an independent nation in 1963.
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Great Britain made Nigeria a British colony in 1914. After some time, Nigerians began to peacefully ask for independence. The British gave Nigerians some rights between 1945 and 1960. Nigerians waited until 1960 to get all of their rights. They were finally free from the British then.
Unfortunately, the British didn’t treat all Nigerians the same. The British allowed some ethnic and religious groups to have more power than others. Many Nigerians thought this was unfair. Thousands of Nigerians died fighting to make things fair between the ethnic and religious groups. During these wars, a strict military government came to power. This unfair government lasted until 1999.
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SOUTH AFRICA
The first Europeans to control South Africa were the Dutch, Germans, and the French. Eventually though, the British gained control over South Africa. The British made South Africa into its colony in 1910. 
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The British ruled South Africa until 1961. The people of South Africa demanded their freedom. However, after independence black South Africans did not have the same rights as the white Europeans in South Africa. The white South Africans continued a practice called Apartheid. Apartheid is the separation of whites and non-whites. 
Black South Africans were against the racist practice of Apartheid since it began. Black South Africans formed a group called the African National Congress in 1912 to fight Apartheid.  The African National Congress fought for the rights of black and “colored” people in South Africa. They protested to end Apartheid. 
Apartheid ended in 1994 thanks to the African National Congress and South Africa’s white president, F.W. de Klerk. F.W. de Klerk allowed non-whites to vote in presidential elections. These elections resulted in Nelson Mandela being elected the first black president of South Africa in 1994. 
In the end, black nationalism caused the end of Apartheid in South Africa AFTER colonial rule. The end of Apartheid finally gave equal rights to black and “colored” South Africans. 
