Close Reading – “Arabs and Israelis”		    Name: ___________________________________	Date: ___________	Period: ___________
	Text
	Guiding Questions
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The state of ___________________________________ was created in 1948.

What do you think “hardships” means in the 7th line of paragraph 1?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
What did the “Zionists” want?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________


The Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs both claimed ____________________ as their homeland.

In line 10 of paragraph 2, it states (says) “the Holocaust increased support for the Zionists in Europe and the United States.”  Why did the Holocaust “increase support” for the Jewish homeland?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

 To be fair to the Jews and Arabs, the ______________________ decided to partition Palestine into two separate countries. 

In line 4 of paragraph 3, what does “bitterly opposed” mean?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________


According to paragraph 4, have the Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs lived in peace since 1948?  If not, what is one of the areas they are conflicting over?
____________________________________________________________________
What do the Palestinian Arabs want?
____________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Israel signed its first peace treaty (agreement) with which North African country? ____________________________________________________________

True or False –
“Today, the Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs live in peace and harmony.”
Support your decision with text evidence (details) from paragraph 5.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
 True or False –
“Conflict between the Arab & Jewish ethnic groups has affected other regions in the world.”
Support your decision with text evidence (details) from paragraph 6.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
 Why do some Arab nations (still) resent (have negative feelings toward) the United States?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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In recent years, the region has been tom
by conflice between Arab countries and
Lsrael, which was founded in 1948. As you
read earlier, mast Jews were driven from
their homeland centuries ago and settled
in other lands, where they often suffered
hardships. In the late 18005, some Euro-
pean Jews moved back to the area where
Judaksm began, which was called Palestine
at that time. These settlers, known as Zion-
ists, wanted 1 set up a safe homeland for
the Jews.

After Workd War I, the Briish ruled Pal-
estine. They supported a Jewish home-
land there. Most of the people living in
Palestine, however, were Arabs who ako
claimed the area as their homeland. To
keep peace with the Arabs, the Baitish tried
o limit the number of Jews entering Pales-
tine. Later, during World War II, the mur-
der of 6 million Jews by the Nazis in the
Holocaust increased support for the Zion-
ists in Europe and the United Seates.

In 1947 the United Nations voted to
divide Palestine into separate Jewish and
Arab countries. Arabs within and outsid of
Palestine bitterly opposed the decision. In
May 1948, the Betish ket the area, and the
Jews set up Israel in their past of Palestine.
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‘Since that time, Israel and its Arab neigh-
borshave fought several majorwars.In one
conflict, Israel won control of neighbor-
ing Arab areas, such as the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip. Palestinian Azabs, many of
whom were left homeless, demanded their
own country.

‘Steps toward peace began when lscael
signed peace treaties with Egypt in 1979
and Jordan in 1994, In a 1993 agreement,
Palestinian Arab leaders said they woukd
accept and work with Israel. Israel in
retum agreed to give the Palestinians con-
trol of the Gaza Strip and some areas of
the West Bank. Both sides were o reach
a permanent peace agreement within five
years, but many issues remained unset-
tled. As frustration grew, peace efforts had
halted by 2000. Violence and distrust con-
tine between Israelis and Palestinians.

These Arab-lscaeli conflics have had
an impact on the rest of the word. During
a 1973 war, several oil-tich Arab nations
raised oil prices and stopped the fow of oil
0 Western countes that suppored scael,
This caused high gasoline prices and a gas
shortage in the United States. Continuing
American support for Lsrael has stimred
anger toward the United States among
‘many people in the region.




