
The Korean War





The Korean War was the first major 

conflict during the Cold War.

• Following World War II, two countries, the United 

States and the Soviet Union, vied to be the leading 

Superpower.

• The United States promoted Capitalism – a system 

based on individual liberty, private business, and 

entrepreneurship.  The Soviet Union promoted 

Communism – a system based on government 

control of business.  



Background

• However, no physical war was ever fought between 

the United States and the Soviet Union; the Cold 

War was a war of  ideologies, over whose system 

was the better one, and it emerged immediately after 

WWII. 

• This does not mean the Cold War was peaceful; 

several proxy wars were fought where the United 

States and the Soviet Union stood in the shadows 

and secretly aided those who did fight. 



Background

• The first of  these proxy 

wars was the Korean 

War.  North Korea 

(communists) invaded 

South Korea (capitalists) 

and the United States 

went to war to help the 

South Koreans and to 

stop the spread of 

communism.



Why get involved in Korea?

By V-E Day in May 1945, the 

Soviet Union had taken 

control of several countries

in EASTERN Europe. The 

USSR changed from Ally

to the Enemy. 

The surrender of Japan meant 

the spread of Communism in 

Asia was President Truman’s 

number one concern.



Why get involved in Korea?

• China adopted Communism in 

1949 . Truman believed that if one 

country fell to Communism, others 

would soon  follow (falling down, 

like playing a game of dominoes).

• When Communism emerged in 

North Korea, Truman believed that 

if the Peninsula fell to the ideology, 

then Japan would be next, soon to 

be followed by the entire  Eastern

hemisphere. 

The Domino Theory

https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/lo6x4eulY9g?autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&playlist=lo6x4eulY9g




What caused the Korean War?

• Prior to the end of  World War   

II, Korea was part of  Japan’s

empire. As terms of  Japan and 

Germany’s surrender, both 

agreed to cede certain    

territories that 

would be split 

among the West 

(United States, France, UK) 

and East (Soviet Union).  The    

Germans lost control of  Berlin 

while Japan lost control of  

the Korean Peninsula.



What caused the Korean War?



What caused the Korean War?



What were the major events of  

the war?

https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/D8J4GtYSYbo?autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&playlist=D8J4GtYSYbo


Battles push back and forth… 

https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/xuLHJzDINP8?autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loop=1&modestbranding=1&playlist=xuLHJzDINP8


What was the war like?



Advancements in Medicine

Trauma Care – M*A*S*H



A Change of  Presidents

• The election of 1948 confirmed that Americans were 

solidly behind President Harry S. Truman. But after 

his firing of General MacArthur, Truman’s ratings 

plummeted.

• The 1952 Election brought a World War II hero to 

the Presidency – Dwight D. Eisenhower.

• “I will go to Korea…”

• Eisenhower demanded that North Korea come to the 

peace table or suffer the same way as Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki. They returned to the negotiations. 



What was the outcome?

Click to add text



They did not like it.  Period.

- Americans were used to winning (after WWII), and Korea 
ended the same as it was before the war started.  Was it a 
“win?”

- The goal was never to have a total victory, like in WWII. It was 
simply to protect South Korea through Containment of  
Communism. Preventing it from spreading to other Asian 
countries became U.S. policy. The threat of  Nuclear War 
between the U.S. and USSR was reduced by “Mutually Assured 
Destruction,” an arms race that some called the “balance of 
Terror.”

- This was new, and begged the question “Was it worth it?”

How did the American people 

respond to the Peace Agreement?



How is the war remembered today?



How is the war remembered today?



What is Korea like today?



What is Korea like today?



Korean War BrainPop

Click to start

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/koreanwar/


Korean War Map 
Activity

Create a map of Korea during the 

war…

Create a Color code in your Key…

Color the Map so you can Identify 

locations

1. Label the physical features and cities…

2. Label the Countries and their borders…

3. Name Battles and dates they were fought

4. Answer the Questions about the war


